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HHS released the final rule on the structure and options around Medicaid, Children’s Health In-
surance Program (CHIP), and Exchanges. The rule can be found here.  Additionally, Marilyn 
Tavenner, Administrator for CMS published a blog post to answer questions about the final rule, 
including misconceptions about the income verification procedures.  

●●  
HHS released the final rule on navigator and non-navigator assistance personnel standards for 
exchanges.  

●●  
HHS  released the final rule on Day 1 Operations for Medicaid, CHIP and Exchanges.  Specifical-
ly the rule outlines new statutory eligibility provisions, procedural changes to eligibility notices and 
appeals for Medicaid and  CHIP.  The final rule is located here.  Additionally Marilyn Tavenner 
posted in a blog Myth vs. Fact.   

Fede ra l  News  

●●   
HHS  released the final Health IT Safety Action and Surveillance Plan.  According to the press release the plan is a 
guide of activities that will reduce medical errors, protect patients and improve quality of healthcare.     

●● 
The IRS published guidance on the employer mandate de-
lay. That release can be found here. In addition, the IRS 
indicated that the proposed rule would be released this sum-
mer, with a final rule in place before 2015.  

●● 
HHS released report showing that premiums in both markets 
are expected to drop nearly 20 percent. That release is locat-
ed here. 

●● 
The IRS issued a proposed rule on Exchange Monthly and 
Annual Reporting requirements.  

●● 
The IRS announced on July 9, 2013  a one year delay for 
the ACA employer mandate requirements. Initially the an-
nouncement was released informally on a blog post.   

●● 
HHS announced $150 million in grant awards to 1,159 health 
centers across the nation to enroll uninsured Americans in 
new health options available. The release can be found 
here, and a full list of health centers receiving this funding 
can be found here.  

●● 
HHS awarded $32 million in grants to sign up children for 
health insurance to 41 state agencies, community health 
centers, school-based organizations and non-profits in 22 
states. The official announcement is located here, and a list 
of all the grantees can be found here. 

●● 
CMS released the Online Application for Certified Application 
Counselor Organizations for State-Partnerships and FFE 
states.  the application is here and the guidance is here. 

●● 

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/07/15/2013-16271/medicaid-and-childrens-health-insurance-programs-essential-health-benefits-in-alternative-benefit
http://www.hhs.gov/healthcare/facts/blog/2013/07/myth-fact-marketplace.html
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/07/17/2013-17125/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-exchange-functions-standards-for-navigators-and
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/07/15/2013-16271/medicaid-and-childrens-health-insurance-programs-essential-health-benefits-in-alternative-benefit
http://www.hhs.gov/healthcare/facts/blog/2013/07/myth-fact-marketplace.html
http://www.healthit.gov/policy-researchers-implementers/health-it-and-patient-safety
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2013pres/07/20130702a.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-13-45.PDF
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2013pres/07/20130718a.html
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2013pres/07/20130718a.html
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/07/02/2013-15943/information-reporting-for-affordable-insurance-exchanges
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-13-45.PDF
http://www.treasury.gov/connect/blog/Pages/Continuing-to-Implement-the-ACA-in-a-Careful-Thoughtful-Manner-.aspx
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2013pres/07/20130710a.html
http://www.hrsa.gov/about/news/2013tables/outreachandenrollment/
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2013pres/07/20130702b.html
http://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Fact-Sheets/2013-Fact-Sheets-Items/2013-07-02.html
http://marketplace.cms.gov/help-us/cac.html
http://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Programs-and-Initiatives/Health-Insurance-Marketplaces/assistance.html
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HHS had awarded an eleventh round of Exchange Establishment Grants to the following  six states   

 Colorado received a Level Two Establishment Grant in the amount  of $116,245,677.  The funding will be used to 
enhance technology systems, support a broad outreach and education campaign and other consumer services.   

 Nevada received  a Level One Establishment Grant Award in the amount  of $9,050,798.  The funding will be used 
to support various technology projects.   

 New Mexico received  a Level One Establishment Grant Award in the  amount of $18,600,000.  The funding will 
support outreach, education,  marketing activities  and various trainings.   

 Vermont  received  a Level One Establishment Grant Award in the  amount of $42,687,000.  The funding will sup-
port design and development of the integration of Medicaid, CHIP and the Marketplace.  The funding will also sup-
port the  design and implementation of consumer assistance project.  

 Virginia received  a Level One Establishment Grant Award in the  amount of $1,247,402.  The funding will support 
analyses and was revised to support their certification, decertification's and re-certification of QHP’s and stand-
alone dental plans. 

 West Virginia received  a Level One Establishment Grant Award in the  amount of $10,165,134.  The funding will 
support the development of the State’s in-person assistor program and plan management activities. 

●● 
Alabama: Blue Cross Blue Shield of Alabama, Humana and United Healthcare have submitted  plans that will cover all 
of Alabama counties.  The Montgomery Advertiser  article is located here.   

●● 
Arkansas: Arkansas Health Connector launched a new website for consumers. They also named the Public Officials  to 
the board.  These individuals will be charged with transitioning Arkansas’s State Partnership Marketplace to a state-
based Marketplace.  

●● 
California: 

 Covered California awarded a $3.4 million grant to  the Health Consumer Alliance to provide community-based con-
sumer support to enroll in  Covered CA the official state exchange site.  

 Covered California and the Sierra Health Foundation awarded $1.5 million in grants to groups.  The groups will pro-
vide outreach to rural Northern California residents about the ACA.  To read the progress release go here.   

●●  
Delaware: Department of Health and Social Services and the Department of Insurance announced that the state has 
awarded more than $4 million in contracts to community organizations.  The groups will provide outreach and education.  
The press release is located here.  

●●  
District of Columbia : 

 Announced two new partnerships with the Restaurant Association of Metropolitan Washington (RAMW)  and the 
National Association of Health Underwriters (NAHU).  The RAMW partnership will educate members, restaurant 
owners and staff about the ACA.  NAHU will develop and administer a training program to enable Brokers to sell 
coverage through the DC Exchange.  The press release is located here.   

 Exchange awarded Maximus a contract to operated the D.C. Health Link Contact Center.  According to the press 
release Maximus will operate the Center for both individual and SHOP marketplaces.   

●●  
Idaho: 

 According to The Spokesman-Review  the Health Insurance Exchange awarded a $200,000 contract to Gallatin 
Public Affairs.  Gallatin will be tasked with developing the Exchange’s branding and website.  They also will conduct 
market research, develop and manage outreach materials and media.   

 The Insurance Division announced reduction to the individual and small group markets by $69 million.   The division 
reduced rates by 9% in the individual market and 6% in the small group market.  The Lund Report  is located here.   

●● 
Illinois: 

 According to Governor Quinn’s press release the state has awarded $27 million to 44 community organizations to 
provide education and outreach.  The grantees will participate in intensive training programs over the next two 
months.  

 Chicago Health Care Daily reported that  the state has awarded a 3-year, $66.5 million dollar contract to CGI Tech-
nologies and Solutions.  CGI will develop the state’s IT infrastructure for a state health based exchange.  The article 
is located here . 

●● 
 

http://www.cms.gov/cciio/Resources/Marketplace-Grants/co.html
http://www.cms.gov/cciio/Resources/Marketplace-Grants/nv.html
http://www.cms.gov/cciio/Resources/Marketplace-Grants/nm.html
http://www.cms.gov/cciio/Resources/Marketplace-Grants/vt.html
http://www.cms.gov/cciio/Resources/Marketplace-Grants/va.html
http://www.cms.gov/cciio/Resources/Marketplace-Grants/wv.html
http://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/viewart/20130715/NEWS02/307150014/3-submit-proposals-Alabama-s-health-insurance-exchange
http://www.arhealthconnector.org/homepage.html
http://arkansasnews.com/sections/news/arkansas/house-speaker-names-three-health-insurance-exchange-board.html
http://www.healthexchange.ca.gov/Documents/HCA%20FINAL%20press%20release%20June%2020_ss%20(2).pdf
http://www.healthexchange.ca.gov/Documents/CoveredCalifornia-SierraHealth%20Grant%20Press%20ReleaseFINAL%207-19-13.pdf
http://news.delaware.gov/2013/07/18/state-reaches-agreement-with-four-community-organizations/
http://hbx.dc.gov/release/dc-health-link-partners-restaurant-industry-and-health-insurance-brokers-raise-awareness
http://www.bioportfolio.com/news/article/1568496/MAXIMUS-to-Operate-District-of-Columbias-Health-Benefit-Exchange-Contact-Center.html
http://www.bioportfolio.com/news/article/1568496/MAXIMUS-to-Operate-District-of-Columbias-Health-Benefit-Exchange-Contact-Center.html
http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/boise/2013/jul/15/idaho-insurance-exchange-awards-first-contract-outreach-communications/
http://www.thelundreport.org/resource/insurance_division_knocks_off_69_million_in_rate_review
http://www2.illinois.gov/gov/healthcarereform/Documents/Health%20Benefits%20Exchange/7%2017%2013%20ACA%20Community%20Groups%20-%20RELEASE.pdf
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/article/20130722/NEWS03/130729979/quinn-taps-canadian-it-firm-to-build-health-insurance-exchange?r=2227F3648701H3V
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Maryland: The Washington reported that Maryland’s insurance rates are among the lowest in the U.S.  Insurance Com-
missioner Therese Goldsmith reduced the premium rates proposed by every insurance carrier in the individual market.  
To access the article click here.   
 

●● 
Minnesota: Politics in Minnesota  reported  that they had found a way to release details about what products will be 
sold in the marketplace.  According to the Health Commissioner Edward Ehlinger in a letter sent to Minnesota’s insur-
ance firms, he asked that they change the effective date of policies to September 6.  This could give consumers to time 
to fully understand their options.  The article is located here.   
 

●● 
Mississippi: Humana announced that it would offer health insurance coverage to the 36 counties that were previously 
not covered by other insurers.  The Associated Press  article is located here.   
 

●● 
New York:    

 Department of Health announced nearly $27 million to 50 organizations to serve as In-Person Assistors (IPAs) and 
Navigators on the New York Health Benefit Exchange. The press release was also followed by the release of the 50 
organizations and the launch of an interactive map. 

 Governor Cuomo announced in a press release that 17 insurers will offer plans in the Exchange.  In addition he an-
nounced that the rates were 32% lower than the Congressional Budget Office projections.   

 
●● 

Oregon: Cover Oregon released a Business Organization Grant  RFP for business associations and coalitions to con-
duct targeted outreach, education and awareness to their members about the Marketplace.  The grant funding  is 
$750,000 and will award recipients a one year grant in the amount of $150,000 each.  For additional information the 
RFP is located here.   
 

●● 
Rhode Island: Health Benefit Exchange issued a new contract for its outreach campaign, a new name and call center.  
The Providence Journal  article provides additional information.   
 

●● 
South Dakota: DOI has authorized the carriers to offer plans to consumers who enroll through the Exchange.  HHS will 
run the Exchange, but the State will continue to regulate insurance companies.  The Prairie Business   article is located 
here.   
 

●● 
Wyoming: The Billings Gazette  reported that lawmakers are discussing delaying advertising for their FFE.   For more 
information on the discussion click here.   
 

●● 
Utah: The Health System Reform Task Forces held a meeting to discuss topics related to implementation of the SHOP.  
The agenda topics covered numerous topics including the risk adjustment program to remain under the state’s authority.  
The state has sent a letter to Secretary Sebelius  on the Proposed Rule that requests feedback on states eligibility to 
establish a risk adjustment program.  Other topics included the State’s Navigation program, update on federal regula-
tions.  

●● 
 

West Virginia : 

 Working with NASHP released “State Sharing of Insurance Exchanges: Options, Priorities, and Next Steps from the 
West Virginia Regional Exchange Study”  The study highlighted savings if states share certain functions.   The full 
report is located here. 

 Bureau of Medical Services has requested a wavier from HHS to use MAGI when enrolling all applicants on October 
1, 2013.    

 In a letter dated July 15, 2013 Governor Tomblin asked Secretary Sebelius requesting prompt answers to questions 
concerning the implementation of the ACA.  See the letter here and the West Virginia Center on Budget and Policy 
Blog comments here.   

http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/maryland-issues-insurance-rates-among-lowest-in-us/2013/07/26/724e55f2-f612-11e2-a2f1-a7acf9bd5d3a_story.html
http://politicsinminnesota.com/2013/07/state-puts-forth-plan-to-publicize-insurance-exchange-products-ahead-of-oct-1-rollout/
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/e513cbcc2bd44c74b2e6b824806d522e/MS--Health-Overhaul-Mississippi-Exchange
http://www.healthbenefitexchange.ny.gov/news/press-release-person-assistorsnavigators-conditional-grant-awards
http://www.healthbenefitexchange.ny.gov/sites/default/files/Conditional%20Grant%20Awards%20List.pdf
http://www.healthbenefitexchange.ny.gov/sites/default/files/Conditional%20Grant%20Awards%20List.pdf
http://www.healthbenefitexchange.ny.gov/IPANavigatorMap
http://www.governor.ny.gov/press/07172013-health-benefit-exchange
http://coveroregon.com/pdfs/Business_Grant_RFGP.pdf
http://www.providencejournal.com/breaking-news/content/20130715-ri-s-version-of-obamacare-gets-new-name-and-logo-opens-call-center.ece
http://www.prairiebizmag.com/event/article/id/15329/
http://billingsgazette.com/news/state-and-regional/wyoming/wyoming-lawmakers-push-to-delay-obamacare-info/article_ac37f0bf-7fb0-5300-a2d9-179dba9e90af.html
http://www.le.utah.gov/interim/2013/pdf/00002465.pdf
http://www.le.utah.gov/interim/2013/pdf/00002797.pdf
http://bewv.wvinsurance.gov/Portals/2/pdf/WV%20Report%20(final)_6-19-13.pdf
http://www.dhhr.wv.gov/bms/news/Documents/1115%20Demo%20Application.pdf
http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1104038875460-149/ltr+to+Secretary+Sebelius+implementaion+of+the+PPACA.pdf
http://www.wvpolicy.org/governor-tomblin-has-aca-questions
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Phone: 304 - 558 - 6279 
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deborah.mccoy@wvinsurance.gov 

West  V i r g in ia  O f f i c es  of  t he  

Ins ur anc e  Commis s i oner  

Additional information is 
available on our web site: 
www.bewv.com 

Upcoming Calendar Meetings 

Meetings are at 1124 Smith Street  

Main Conference Room  OIC Headquarters  

August 2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Tuesday August  13 

All Stakeholder Meeting 10:00 AM 

Consumer Assistance Work Group 1:00 PM 

O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n  

HHS launched a 24 hour consumer call center and an updated HealthCare.gov website to provide education tools and 
resources about Health Insurance Exchanges. The press release  can be found here.     

●● 
USA Today reported that health insurance rates in most states are lower than projected.  In states where one carrier 
dominated the market they may not see the reductions.  The article can be found here.   

●● 
The New York Times reported that a wrinkle 
in the ACA has  members of Congress and 
their aids anxious about the financial implica-
tions of the ACA.  The laws require members 
of Congress and their aids to purchase cover-
age through the state-based markets.  But the 
law does not provide a way for the federal 
government to continue paying its share of 
the premiums for the coverage.  Additional 
information is located here.   

●● 
The Orlando Sentinel  reported  that The 
Federal Trade Commission stated that doz-
ens of consumers have reported fraud related 
to the ACA.  The article is located here. 

●● 
WellPoint Inc. the nation’s second largest 
health insurer, forecasted the ACA will give 
them a $20 billion boost to revenues by 2016.  
The article is located here.  

●●   

Tuesday, August 27 

Consumer Assistance Work Group 10:00  AM 

http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2013pres/06/20130624a.html
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2013/07/28/rates-differ-state-by-state/2590723/
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/30/us/politics/wrinkle-in-health-law-vexes-lawmakers-aides.html?pagewanted=2&tntemail0=y&_r=0&emc=edit_tnt_20130729
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2013-07-25/health/os-obamacare-health-insurance-fraud-20130725_1_new-exchange-fake-insurance-coalition-against-insurance-fraud
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/07/24/us-wellpoint-results-idUSBRE96N12F20130724

