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HHS renames health insurance exchanges “marketplaces”  For additional information click 

here.   

●● 

The Washington Post reported that small-business owners are not aware that the “full-

time-equivalent” employees that the government will rely on data about a companies’ 

workforce in 2013 and not 2014.   The article is located here  

●● 

The Kaiser Family Foundation released  an article that covers why premiums will change in the 

nongroup market.  The article is located here.   
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F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 3  Fede r a l  News  

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services released  the following rules: 

 

Medicaid, Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), and Exchange eligibility notices, appeals, and verification 

processes; Medicaid benefits and cost-

sharing flexibility; streamlining and defining 

eligibility categories; and standards for cer-

tifying application counselors. here.  

●● 

IRS Mandate Payments Regulations click 

here.   

●● 

Exemptions , Miscellaneous Minimum Es-

sential Coverage Provisions Regulations click 

here.  

●● 

IRS Premium Tax Credit Regulations click 

here.   

●● 

CMS issued a State Medicaid Director letter 

providing new guidance on FMAP the feder-

al Medicaid assistance percentage. The 

letter is located here.    

●● 

 

Fede r a l  Ru l e s  

http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20130124/INFO/301249993/hhs-renames-health-insurance-exchanges-as-marketplaces
http://professional.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323783704578245593154260184.html
http://policyinsights.kff.org/en/2013/february/why-premiums-will-change-for-people-who-now-have-nongroup-insurance.aspx
http://www.ofr.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2013-00659_PI.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2013-02141.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2013-02139.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2013-02136.pdf
http://www.medicaid.gov/Federal-Policy-Guidance/downloads/SMD-13-002.pdf
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Refo r m Ac t i v i t y  In  O the r  S ta t e s   

Delaware the second state to receive approval for the insurance marketplace to go live this October.  The article is located here.   

●● 

The District of Columbia awarded a contract worth $49.5 million to Infosys Public Services, Inc. to build the IT infrastructure of 

DC’s Exchange.   Additional information is located here.   

●● 

California:  Covered California posted Outreach and Education grant application.  They anticipate awarding $43 million over two 

years to community groups to promote enrollment.  The application is located here 

●● 

The Maryland Health Benefit Exchange issued an RFP seeking two business process consultants to augment its Health Care Reform 

Project Management Office, a group of contractors from multiple companies, in the areas of business process modeling and 

change management. The business process consultants will be in full-time contractual positions working on-site at State of Mary-

land Office locations, and will work closely with the State’s systems integrator and its partners to support the successful imple-

mentation and deployment of the Exchange. The RFP is located here. 

●● 

Mississippi HHS has denied Mississippi's’ application to operate a state based exchange.  The article is located here.   

●● 

New Hampshire Insurance Department released an RFP for Plan Management Consultants.  The contractor would evaluate and 

revise workflows, production standards and tools to support QHP certification and regulation and other  QHP support.  The RFP is 

located  here.   

●● 

New York Health Benefit Exchange issued an invitation to health insurers and dental plans to participate in the New York Health 

Benefit Exchange.  The press release and fact sheet are available here.   

●● 

Vermont  issued a request for proposal (RFP) for an independent review of its Health Benefit Exchange and Integrated Eligibility 

(IE) solution. Specifically, the vendor will complete an acquisition cost assessment, a technology architecture review, an assess-

ment of the projects’ implementation plans, an assessment of the implementation contractors, a cost-benefit analysis, a risk man-

agement plan, and, for the IE solution only, procurement services.   The RFP is located here.   

●● 

HHS  awards  $1 .5  b i l l i on  on  new Exchange  Es tab l i shmen t  Gr an t s   

Grantee: California Health Benefit Exchange 

Award Amount: $673,705,358 Level Two Exchange Establishment Grant 

Funded Activities: (1) Build the marketplace administrative and operational infrastructure, including a multi-site customer service 

center; (2) Refine, test and bring online the California Healthcare Eligibility, Enrollment and Retention System (CalHEERS), an infor-

mation technology system that will serve as consolidated support for marketplace programs and referrals to counties for Medi-Cal 

(California’s Medicaid program); (3) Establish, through a vendor, the California SHOP marketplace for small employers and their 

employees; (4) Evaluate, select, certify and contract with QHP issuers for the individual and SHOP marketplaces; (5) Refine and 

implement comprehensive outreach, marketing, public education and consumer assistance programs; (6) Collaborate with state 

partner agencies to maximize coordination and integration; (7) Enroll and begin providing subsidized and unsubsidized health cov-

erage to eligible Californians; (8) Implement a multi-year evaluation strategy; and (9) Maintain effective financial management and 

oversight systems, including implementation of the long-term sustainability plan. 

●● 

Grantee: Delaware Department of Health and Social Services 

Award Amount: $8,536,543 Level One Exchange Establishment Grant 

Funded Activities: (1) Support the review of qualified health plan applications in March 2013; (2) Analyze additional policy options 

for ensuring continuity of care and coverage for lower income Delawareans; (3) Support the implementation of the Marketplace 

Assister program and outreach and education campaign; and (4) Monitor federally-selected Navigators. 

 

http://www.governing.com/blogs/view/gov-delaware-sets-early-example-for-partnership-health-exchanges.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/washington/news/2013/01/09/dc-awards-49-million-it-contract.html
http://www.healthexchange.ca.gov/StakeHolders/Documents/Outreach_and_Education_Grant_Program.pdf
http://marylandhbe.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Business-Process-Consulting-Services.pdf
http://www.jacksonfreepress.com/news/2013/feb/07/hhs-denies-mississippis-plan-exchange/
http://www.nh.gov/insurance/aboutus/rfps/documents/2013_eg-03.pdf
http://www.healthbenefitexchange.ny.gov/news/press-release-and-fact-sheet-invitation-health-insurer-and-dental-plan-participation-new-york
http://www.bgs.state.vt.us/pca/bids/pdf/Final%20RFP%20with%20Attachments.pdf
http://www.bgs.state.vt.us/pca/bids/pdf/Final%20RFP%20with%20Attachments.pdf
http://www.bgs.state.vt.us/pca/bids/pdf/Final%20RFP%20with%20Attachments.pdf
http://cciio.cms.gov/archive/grants/states-exchanges/ca.html
http://cciio.cms.gov/archive/grants/states-exchanges/de.html
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 Grantee: IOWA Department of Public Health 

Award Amount: $6,844,913 

Funded Activities: (1) Develop an In-Person Assister Program that will pro-

vide consumer educational services about coverage options; (2) Assist con-

sumers with filing applications to receive eligibility determinations for insur-

ance affordability programs; and (3) Provide guidance on comparing and 

selecting coverage options in Qualified Health Plans. 

●● 

Grantee: Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services 

Award Amount: $182,707,738 

Funded Activities: (1) Develop a comprehensive consumer and stakeholder 

engagement and support network; and (2) Create a highly interoperable 

structure that houses the Kentucky Health Benefit Exchange IT system pro-

gram. 

●● 

Grantee: Commonwealth of Massachusetts Health Insurance Connector 

Authority 

Award Amount: $81,256,970 

Funded Activities: (1) Support the transition of the Health Connector to an 

Affordable Care Act-compliant State-based marketplace in 2014; (2) Support 

the development and operation of a Massachusetts-specific risk adjustment program that will ensure stability in the 

state’s merged market; and (3) Develop and execute a robust outreach and education campaign designed to inform 

Massachusetts residents of the benefits available to them through the Affordable Care Act and the Health Connector. 

●● 

Grantee: State of Michigan, Department of Licensing & Regulatory Affairs 

Award Amount: $30,667,994 

Funded Activities: (1) Support for the Consumer Assistance partnership program including, but not limited to In-Person 

Assisters, Navigator Oversight and Administration; (2) Utilize contractual services to assist the State Partnership Ex-

change with planning; (3) Design and establish technology-related interfaces to ensure Michigan has the capacity to 

coordinate with the federal marketplace; (4) Provide resources for Michigan to perform the Plan Management func-

tions of the marketplace. 

●● 

Grantee: Minnesota Department of Commerce 

Award Amount: $39,326,115 

Funded Activities: (1) Support the technical infrastructure of the state’s IT solution; and (2) Allocate funds for mainte-

nance costs for hardware and software and project management, program development, system and network admin-

istration, security and database administration, identity management and web and storage administration. 

●● 

Grantee: New York State Department of Health 

Award Amount: $185,822,357 

Funded Activities: (1) Support outreach and marketing, In-Person Assisters training and certification, and stakeholder 

engagement activities; (2) Develop and operate the Call Center and back-end eligibility operations; (3) Make enhance-

ments to the System for Electronic Rate and Form Filing; (4) Support costs for existing and new staff in 2013 and 2014; 

and (5) Fund purchase and maintenance of an accounting system, financial and operational audits, simulation model-

ing, program evaluation, and the balance of the marketplace IT system design and development costs. 

●● 

http://cciio.cms.gov/archive/grants/states-exchanges/ia.html
http://cciio.cms.gov/archive/grants/states-exchanges/ky.html
http://cciio.cms.gov/archive/grants/states-exchanges/ma.html
http://cciio.cms.gov/archive/grants/states-exchanges/mi.html
http://cciio.cms.gov/archive/grants/states-exchanges/mn.html
http://cciio.cms.gov/archive/grants/states-exchanges/ny.html
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HHS Announced Next Round of Establishment Grant Awards 

Grantee: North Carolina Department of Insurance 

 Award Amount: $73,961,296 

Funded Activities: (1) Support the implementation of the state’s Healthcare Reform Module and integrate it with ex-

isting North Carolina IT projects and Federal data sources to support an Affordable Care Act- compliant State Partner-

ship Exchange; (2) Define the functionality needed to transition to a State-based marketplace; (3) Implement and en-

hance applicable plan management functions; and (4) Implement an In-Person Assistance program and other consum-

er assistance activities under a State Partnership Exchange 

 

Grantee: Oregon Health Insurance Exchange Corporation 

 Award Amount: $226,472,074 

Funded Activities: (1) Test, train, and implement the IT user interface through the October 2013 open enrollment date, 

as well as subsequent post enrollment updating and maintenance; and (2) Establish and operate the Exchange’s call 

center, ensuring the Center is fully staffed for operations and trained on the Affordable Care Act, Medicaid, and com-

mercial insurance options for the individual market and SHOP 

 
Grantee: Vermont Agency of Human Services 

 Award Amount: $2,167,747 

Funded Activities: Implement and operate an In-Person Assister program, to complement the Navigator program and 

ensure that all Vermonters have access to enrollment assistance when seeking coverage on the Exchange, especially 

those who may be selecting an insurance plan for the first time. 
 

HHS Press Release here. 

http://cciio.cms.gov/archive/grants/states-exchanges/nc.html
http://cciio.cms.gov/archive/grants/states-exchanges/or.html
http://cciio.cms.gov/archive/grants/states-exchanges/vt.html
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2013pres/01/20130117a.html
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1124 Smith Street 

Room 305 

Charleston, WV  25301 

Phone: 304 - 558 - 6279 

Fax:       304 - 558 - 0138 
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Jeremiah.Samples@wvinsurance.gov 

West  V i r g in ia  O f f i c es  of  t he  

Ins ur anc e  Commis s i oner  

Additional information is 

available on our web site: 

www.bewv.com 

Othe r  I n fo r ma t ion  

Bloomberg BusinessWeek reported that health reform may expand the market for insurance by 30 million new customers.  In-

sures, like UnitedHealth are racing to open store fronts to market to the retail environment to reach consumers.  The article is 

located here.   

●● 

A new report by LIMRA found that the number of small businesses offering health insurance to employees continues to decline.    

Current numbers show that only 47% offer benefits, the lowest in 20 yerars of research.  For additional information click here.   

●● 

Yahoo!News reports that health insurance exchanges will change the the insurance market, by changing the way people buy 

coverage.  The article is located here.  

 ●● 

The Washington Post reported that states face a huge task of finding and hiring navigators.  According to the article, Colorado 

Insurance Commissioner Jim Reisberg recently estimated that to be viable, Colorado's exchange will need to sign up a total of 

150,000 people, or about 800 people per day during the open enrollment period between October 2013 and March 2014. The 

Washington Post Article is here.  

●● 

Starting in 2010, up to 4 million small businesses that offer healthcare coverage to their employees may be eligible for a tax cred-

it. To find your credit click here.   

●● 

The CBO released new date that lowers the estimate of Americans projected to gain insurance from the ACA , by at least 5 million 

people.  The article is located here.   

●● 

The decline in  Employee Sponsored Insurance (ESI) coverage has been accompanied by an overall decline in health insurance 

coverage.  The Economic Policy Briefing paper documents the decline in ESI coverage among the entire under-65 population.   The 

article and report are located here.   

Upcoming Calendar Meetings 

February 2013 

eSun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 Carrier & 

Producer Stake-

holder Meetings 

13 14 15 16 

17 18  Holiday 

 

19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 Consumer 

and Providers  

Stakeholder 

Meeting 

27 28     

Tuesday February 12 

Carrier                                  10:00 AM  

Producer                                1:00 PM 

OIC Main Conference Room 

Tuesday February 26 

Consumers and Providers     10:00 PM  

OIC Main Conference Room 

http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2013-01-17/health-insurance-now-sold-in-stores
http://www.insurancejournal.com/news/national/2013/01/29/279211.htm
http://news.yahoo.com/health-insurance-exchanges-transform-market-131908615--finance.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/for-insurance-exchanges-states-need-navigators--and-hiring-them-is-a-huge-task/2013/02/04/bb5e577c-6960-11e2-ada3-d86a4806d5ee_story.html
http://bewv.wvinsurance.gov/Resources/SmallBusinessCalculator.aspx
http://ebn.benefitnews.com/news/cbo-lowers-estimate-those-insured-under-ppaca-bloomberg-2730748-1.html
http://www.epi.org/publication/bp337-employer-sponsored-health-insurance/

