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Jus ces Uphold Individual Mandate, Set Limits On Medicaid Expansion: the ar cle is located here.   

 ●● 

On June 1, 2012, CCIIO released a proposed rule that requires issuers of the three largest small group 

market products in each State to report informa on on covered benefits for the purposes of establish-

ing poten al State-specific essen al health benefits benchmarks.  This rule also proposes the first 

phase of a two-phased approach for recognizing accredi ng en es.  In phase one, the Na onal Com-

mi ee for Quality Assurance (NCQA) and URAC would be recognized as accredi ng en es on an in-

terim basis. In phase two, a criteria-based review process would be adopted through future rulemak-

ing.  

▪ Proposed Rule 
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Vo lume  1 ,  I s sue  11  

Guidance  and  O the r  Fede r a l  Communi ca t ions  

On June 8, 2012, the UX2014 consor um released their design deliverables for a Health Benefit Ex-

change consumer interface.  The deliverables include an interac ve prototype that walks the user 

through a complex enrollment scenario, a detailed design specifica ons manual to support state and 

federal customiza on, and original iconography and illustra ons. Ar cle, Press Release    

 ●● 

HHS announced on June 21, 2012, that that the 80/20 rule had saved 12.8 Americans over 1 billion 

dollars.  Press Release, State Rebate Breakdowns, MLR provision in the  ACA  

 ●● 

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released a solicita on on June 21, 2012 for 

public input on two possible methods for conver ng current State Medicaid and CHIP net income eli-

gibility standards to equivalent MAGI standards.   The solicita on is located here. 

Gr an t  Announcemen t s  and  O the r  Fund ing   

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services announced a new round of funding available to support state Consumer Assis-

tance Programs (CAP). The $29.9 million grant funding will be available to state agencies and local non-profits contracted by the 

state.  Press Release,  Grant Announcement   

 ●● 

CCIIO announced on June 29, 2012 new funding opportuni es for State Planning and Estab-

lishment Grants for Exchanges.  The announcement is located here.   

 ●● 

CCIIO released a number of FAQs about funding to States under sec on 1311(a).  To view the 

FAQs please click here.   
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Exchange  RFP  Ac t iv i t y  I n  O the r  S ta t es  

Arkansas—The Dept. of Insurance released an RFI for a technical solu on to meet the needs of the Navigator Program.  RFI 

●● 

California—The California Health Benefit Exchange released a RFO (Request for Offers) for Service Center consultant services.  The 

RFO and other informa on can be found at the links listed here: RFO Summary, RFO, Solicita ons Page 

●● 

Colorado—The Health Benefit Exchange released an RFP seeking proposals for IT privacy and security services .  RFP 

●● 

Georgia—On June 11, 2012, the Georgia Department of Community Health (DCH) issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) for a vendor 

to design, develop, and implement an Integrated Eligibility System (IES) to support eligibility for its Medicaid and PeachCare for 

Kids (CHIP) programs.  The system would integrate with a State and Federal Exchange and meet the ACA deadlines of accep ng 

pre-enrollment applica ons by October 1, 2013, and provide eligibility determina ons by January 1, 2014.  RFP      

Gover no r s ’  Responses  to  Sup r eme  Cou r t  Dec i s ion  

Alaska—Governor Sean Parnell stated he “remains concerned..”  to view his statement click here    

●● 

Connec cut—Governor Dannel P. Malloy and Lieutenant Governor Nancy Wyman noted that “We never stopped working, and 

today’s decision is an affirma on of everything we’ve worked so hard to prepare.” Statement  

●● 

Georgia—Governor Nathan Deal told reporterts that Georgia will wail un l a er November to decied if they will act on the ACA.  

The Atlanta Jouranl Cons tu on ar cle is here.   

●● 

Michigan—Governor Rick Snyder s ll disagreed with the law, but stated he will act quickly to comply with the law.  His statement 

is located here .   

●● 

Mississippi—Governor Phil Bryant and Insurance Commissioner Mike Chaney expressed concerns with the SCOTUS decision. 

Mississippi is moving along with establishing a state-based Exchange.  To view both press releases click on the following links:  

Governor, Commssioner  

●● 

West Virginia—Governor Earl Ray Tomblin release a statement that he will do what is best for West Virginia and will review the 

decision before moving forward.  To view his statement click here.   

●● 

To see where other states are on their Exchange progress, the following link provides their status:  Exchange Legisla ve Ac vity     
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Exchange  Ac t iv i t y  I n  O the r  S ta tes   

Alabama—The Alabama Dept. of Insurance presented a webinar on Essen al Health Benefits.   The slides may be viewed here. 

●● 

California— 

 The LA Times reported that the HBE submi ed a second level one Establishment Grant reques ng $190.   The Exchange Board 

stated they intend on submi ng a third request this fall. The LA Times ar cle is here.  The grant work plan is here.   

●● 

 The Health Benefit Exchange released a final dra  of Phases 1 and 2 of the Statewide Assisters Program design.  The 

recommenda ons cover training, eligibility, standards, recruitment, and monitoring of assisters.  The program also covers 

op ons for compensa on of Navigaotrs.  The plan is located here .    

●● 

Colorado—On June 1, 2012, the Colorado Health Benefit Exchange’s (COHBE) Small Business Health Op ons Program (SHOP) Ad-

visory Group held its first mee ng.  The agenda items included: (1) a discussion on expecta ons and standard opera ng proce-

dures (SOPs); (2) a discussion on the proposed mee ng schedule; and (3) an overview and discussion on the mee ng topics me-

line. Agenda 

●● 

Delaware— 

 The  first  state  to  announce  plans  to  establish  a  partnership  Exchange  with  HHS.  The state plans to share Exchange 

responsibili es with the federal government; the state will manage plans and consumer assistance while the federal 

government will manage eligibility and enrollment.  The ar cle is located here .   

●● 

District of Columbia– Seven names were submi ed for nomina ons to the newly created Execu ve Board of the Health Benefit 

Exchange.  The press release is located here.   

●● 

Hawaii— 

 The  first  state  to  announce  that  they will  have  a  state‐based  Exchange.    On June 14, 2012, Governor Abercrombie an-

nounced that Hawaii will have a state-based Exchange.  The ar cle is located here.    

 

 The Health Connector (Connector) Interim Board of Directors held a mee ng in Honolulu on June 1, 2012.  The agenda cov-

ered the following items: (1) an update on the development of the Exchange IT system; (2) grant funding, including addi onal 

grant applica ons and cri cal melines; (3) discussion on Exchange training for board members and Connector staff; (4) a 

review of the May 23rd community outreach commi ee mee ng minutes; (5) a legal commi ee report; (6) a finance com-

mi ee report; (7) an execu ve director report focusing on the Exchange blueprint, staffing updates and establishment review 

mee ngs in DC; and (8) an execu ve session. Agenda, Community Outreach Commi ee Mee ng Minutes, Hawaii Health 

Connector Website 

 

 The Hawaii Health Connector announced that the state Senate confirmed the Connector’s 15 member board.  The announce-

ment is here.   

●● 

Kentucky— The Cabinet for Health and Family Services released a June 2012 report on Stakeholder Perspec ves on Health Benefit 

Exchanges . The report contains solicited wri en comments, issues and concerns related to the establishment of a Kentucky-

specific Exchange, including eligibility, func ons, insurer par cipa on, market rules, qualified health plans, risk sharing, structure 

and governance, financing, and consumer outreach and educa on.  The report is located here.     

●● 

Mississippi— The Mississippi Health Insurance Exchange Advisory Board held their monthly mee ng on June 13, 2012.   According 

to the agenda,  the “Essen al Health Benefit Final Report"  was discussed.  In addi on, the Board also heard presenta ons and 

engaged in discussions on "Outreach, Educa on, Adop on, and Enrollment" and the ini al findings from each subcommi ee.  The 

agenda is located here .   
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Exchange  Ac t iv i t y  I n  O the r  S ta tes   

Massachuse s—On June 1, 2012, Poli co published an ar cle regarding the concern among Connector board members on how 

the ACA will impact the Connector's current opera ons. The Connector will need to grow its small group market, which has been 

difficult to do in the past. The ar cle also noted support from the administra on, the Connector, and consumer groups for a Basic   

Health Plan in Massachuse s. News Ar cle  

●● 

New York—The state posted three reports related to planning for the State’s Health Benefit Exchange.   

The first report, “Business Plan of Opera ons,” describes the processes that must be completed in order for the Exchange to 

a ain cer fica on by October 1, 2013. The second report, “The Role of Producers and Other Third Party Assistors in New York's 

Individual and SHOP Exchanges,” discusses the role of third party assistors with buyers and sellers of insurance, presen ng op-

ons for their involvement in the Exchange. The third report, “Risk Adjustment and Reinsurance under the ACA: New York State 

Recommenda ons,” proposes recommenda ons for New York to minimize the financial risk health insurance issuers may face 

under the ACA.  Click Reports to view each.   

●● 

Oregon— 

 The Health Insurance Exchange (ORHIX) Consumer Advisory Commi ee (CAC) held a mee ng in Salem on June 1, 2012.   Ac-

cording to the agenda, 8 key highlights were included, including: the Navigator program, health plan cer fica on and other 

topics.  The materials are located on the following links: Agenda, Advisory Commi ee Website 

 On June 4, 2012, the Essen al Health Benefit (EHB) workgroup issued a request for public comment on the workgroup’s 

proposed small group EHB benchmark plan with PacificSource. To view the documents click on the links:    

        Formal Request, Comparison of Benchmark Plans 

●● 

Virginia—At a June mee ng, the Virginia Health Reform Ini a ve Advisory Council held discussions on the essen al health benefit 

package; the Small Business Health Op ons Program (SHOP); and a presenta on on Navigator/broker issues by representa ves 

from George Mason University and BB&T.  Click here for the agenda.   

●● 

Washington— 

 Insurance Commissioner Mike Kreidler released a county by county analysis of the ACA and the impact on the state.   The 

report and other informa on is availiable at:  Report , Press Release, Kaiser Report. 

 

 The Health Benefit Exchange released on June 1, 2012, a descrip on of the Technical Advisory Commi ees (TACs). The three 

TACs were created to address the following issues: (1) dental plans in the Exchange; (2) Navigator Program; and (3) the role of 

agents and brokers in the Exchange. Announcement, TACs Descrip on 

 

 The Health Benefit Exchange Plan Management Workgroup met in Olympia.  The mee ng materials and other documents 

may be viewed at the following links: Agenda, Billing Ques ons, QHP Score Card, Accredita on Proposal, Exchange Website   
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Othe r  Re f e r ence  Ma te r ia l s ,  No t i ces  and  Re la ted  In fo r ma t ion   

Tuesday July 10 

Carrier                                  10:00 AM  

Producer                                1:00 PM 

Employers Want to Con nue Health Coverage--But Is Today's Model Sustainable?  Key findings from a new survey of more than 

1,300 employers and 700 employees was conducted by Health and Life Sciences prac ce of Oliver Wyman.  The ar cle is located 

here.   

●● 

The New York Times reported on June 12, 2012, the difficul es in “Naviga ng the Health Care Maze”.  The ar cle focuses on Peter 

Kim and his search for Heath Insurance in Boston Mass., prior to the Health Connector in 2006.  The ar cle is located here.     

●● 

USA Today reported on June 18, 2012, that 3.1 million Americans between the ages 19 and 25 are now covered under their par-

ents’ health insurance policies.  The ar cle is located here.   

●● 

The Charleston Gaze e reported on June 20, 2012, that 223 West Virginians died due to no health insurance coverage in 2010.    

The ar cle is here and the state by state report is here. 

●● 

The New York Times reported on June 29, 2012, that states were uncertain about the Medicaid expansion.  According to the ar -

cle, many governors are not commen ng on which direc on their state will take.  To read the ar cle click here. 

●● 

CVS Caremark release a study that 

shows that 78% of people who will 

qualify for coverage under the ACA 

have never heard of state exchanges.  

To view the press release click here .   

Tuesday July 24 

Consumer                          10:00 AM 

Providers                             1:00 PM 

Upcoming Calendar Meetings 
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