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On May 18th, 2012, the U.S. Treasury Department issued final regula ons implemen ng the premium 

tax credit. The press release is available at the following link.  The final rule is located at this link.  

●● 

On May 16th, 2012, HHS released a detailed blueprint of the legal and opera onal requirements that 

states must meet in their proposals to operate state based exchanges.   To view the plan click here. 

 

On June 1, 2012, HHS issued a proposed rule that would establish data collec on standards necessary 

to implement the essen al health benefits component of the ACA.  The rule is located here. 
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On May 1, 2012, CCIIO published a bulle n on the Risk Adjustment Program. The bulle n also lays out 

an approach for stakeholder engagement on this issue. More detailed informa on on the risk adjust‐

ment methodology that HHS will adopt will be published in the first dra  HHS No ce of Benefit and 

Payment Parameters in the fall of 2012.   Click here to view the bulle n.   

●● 

CMS issued a Medical Loss Ra o (MLR) final rule on May 11, 2012.  The rule requires health insurance 

issuers that meet or exceed the MLR standard to send no ce to consumers for 2012. MLR Final Rule 

can be found here.   

●● 

HHS issued two guidance documents related to the Exchange on May 16, 2012: 

 

Dra  Blueprint for Approval of Affordable State‐based and State Partnership Insurance Exchanges, 

which outlines how states will demonstrate how its state‐based Exchange or Partnership Exchange 

meets all legal and opera onal requirements.  It is located here.   

 

General Guidance on Federally‐facilitated Exchanges, which outlines HHS’s approach to implemen ng 

a Federally‐facilitated Exchange for states that are not opera ng a state‐based exchange is located 

here.   

 ●● 

On May 18, 2012, the IRS issued a final rule on health insurance premium tax credits. The final regula‐

ons provide guidance related to determining eligibility, compu ng such credits, reconciling tax credits 

and advance credit payments at the end of the fiscal year, and Exchange repor ng requirements relat‐

ed to individual insurance premium tax credits.  Final Regula ons can be found here.   

 ●● 
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Guidance  and  O the r  Fede r a l  Communi ca t ions  Con t inued  

On May 25, 2012, the Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services within the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services posted an‐

swers to frequently asked questions (FAQs) regarding implementation of ACA provisions related to Medicaid and the Children's 

Health Insurance Program (CHIP).   ACA FAQs are located here.   

●● 

The  Commonwealth Fund released a report on May 23, 2012, that found that more than half of current individual health insur‐

ance policies would not meet minimum coverage requirements under the ACA. Most current employer plans were found to have 

an actuarial value that meets "gold" standards under the ACA.   To view the report click here.   

●● 

US Department of Labor website maintains numerous documents concerning Implementa on of the ACA.  The FAQs and other 

documents can be found at this link.   

●● 

The Obama administra on announced on May 16, 2012, the deadline for states to submit proposals on how they intend to oper‐

ate health insurance exchanges in 2014.  The Reuters ar cle is here.    

 
●● 

BCBSA (Blue Cross Blue Shield Associa on) told an NAIC Exchanges subgroup that it agrees with its proposal to separate marke ng 

and consumer informa on into two dis nct sec ons but strongly advised that the NAIC not go further than the health care reform 

Act requires.  The le er was released in advance of a team conference call scheduled for May 31, 2012.   The news ar cle is locat‐

ed here.   

●● 

Gr an t  Announcemen t s  and  O the r  Fund ing   

On May 16, 2012, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced the award of a fi h round of Exchange 

Establishment grants to six states, totaling $181 million.  The HHS Announcement is located here.   Establishment Grant Awards 

are listed here.   

 

The following states received grant awards: 

 

Illinois‐ Grantee: Illinois Department of Insurance‐ Award Amount: $32,789,377 

Illinois Exchange Establishment Grant Award Fact Sheet click here.   

●● 

Nevada Grantee: Nevada Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)   

Award Amount: $4,397,926 

●● 

Nevada Exchange Establishment Grant Award Fact Sheet click here.   

●● 

Oregon Grantee: Oregon Health Insurance Exchange Corp Award Amount: $6,682,701 

Oregon Exchange Establishment Grant Award Fact Sheet click here.   

●● 

South Dakota Grantee: South Dakota Division of Insurance  

Award Amount: $5,879,569 

South Dakota Exchange Establishment Grant Award Fact Sheet click here. Governor’s Press Release is here.   

●● 

Tennessee Grantee: Tennessee Bureau of TennCare  

Award Amount: $4,300,000; Tennessee Exchange Establishment Grant Award Fact Sheet is here.   

●● 

Washington (Level Two Establishment Grant  Grantee: Washington State Health Benefit Exchange Award Amount: $127,852,056 

Washington Exchange Establishment Grant Award Fact Sheet is located here.  State Press Release is here.  
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Exchange  RFP  Ac t iv i t y  I n  O the r  S ta t es  

Alabama: The Alabama HIX issued a RFP for an automated system that supports HIX in providing all func onality to implement the 

exchange.  The RFP can be found here. 

●● 

The California Health Benefit Exchange (CaHBEX) announced its intent to award a contract to First Data Solu ons on May 11, 2012 

for the RFP “HBEX7” seeking Project Management and Technical Support Consul ng Services for the California Healthcare Eligibil‐

ity, Enrollment, and Reten on System (CalHEERS).  According to the HBEX7 Evalua on and Selec on Report, the contract amount 

is $9,348,726.   The HBEX7 Evalua on Report is here.  The announcement can be found here. 

●● 

The New Hampshire Insurance Department issued three Request for Proposals (RFPs); responses to all were due on May 29, 2012.   

The department seeks contractors in the following areas: 

1.  To evaluate increases to New Hampshire health insurance rates and the underlying cost drivers, conduct annual public hear‐

ings, and draft the Commissioner’s annual rate review report. 

2.  To help evaluate the financial solvency of carriers operating in New Hampshire as well as to understand the characteristics of 

New Hampshire’s insurance markets.  

3. To provide technical assistance with quality assurance testing of the New Hampshire Comprehensive Health Information System 

(NHCHIS).  The RFPs are located here.   

●● 

Maryland released the following RFPs in May:   

 For a Business Process Consultant to support the Exchange. The RFP is located here.   

 Seeking a consultant to provide analy c support on a study of specific financial sustainability op ons for the Exchange in 

2015.  The RFP is located here. 

 Seeking a Business Process Consultant to provide support to the Exchange.  The work would primarily consist of comple ng a 

func onal fit and gap analysis .  The RFP can be found here.      

 Analy c support to further study the Navigator Program.  RFP 

●● 

The Mississippi  Insurance Department issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) for professional services for the development of a 

statewide community outreach strategy and campaign informing the ci zens of the state about the Mississippi Health Insurance 

Exchange. The RFP is located here. 

●● 

On May 10, 2012, the New Mexico Human Services Department (HSD) awarded a contract to Leavitt Partners for consulting ser‐

vices to assist with the establishment of a State Health Insurance Exchange in New Mexico (NMHIX).  

Santa Fe New Mexican Article on Contract Award to Leavitt is here.   The RFP is located here.   

●● 

The Virginia  Office of the Secretary of Health and Human Resources issued a Request for Informa on (RFI) invi ng poten al 

Health Benefit Exchange vendors to perform a webinar demonstra on of their Exchange solu on. The RFI is located here.    

●● 
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Exchange  Ac t iv i t y  I n  O the r  S ta tes   

The California Health and Human Services Agency and the Department of Health Care Services, in collaboration with legislative 

staff, Western Center on Law & Poverty, and the California Welfare Directors Association, have organized the AB 1296 and Eligibil‐

ity Expansion Stakeholder Workgroup to consult key stakeholders on policy and other issues central to eligibility, enrollment and 

retention in subsidized health coverage programs. These activities are intended to implement provisions of the Patient Protection 

and Affordable Care Act in California.  Follow the links for additional information.  Meeting agenda, materials . 

 ●● 

The California Health Benefit Exchange Board convened on May 15, 2012, for its 17th mee ng. The mee ng focused largely on 

the op on for California to pursue a Federal partnership op on to help administer components of the Exchange.  Agenda;  

mee ng materials 

●● 

California—The California Benefit Exchange hosted a May 16, 2012, webinar to preview op ons for marke ng, outreach and edu‐

ca on, as well as navigator and assisters. Webinar materials  

●● 

California—The California Health Benefit Exchange Board convened on May 22, 2012, to discuss program design op ons and rec‐

ommenda ons related to marke ng and outreach ac vi es and the Assisters Program.  Agenda , Mee ng materials. 

●● 

California—The California Health Benefit Exchange Board convened on May 22, 2012, to discuss program design op ons and rec‐

ommenda ons related to marke ng and outreach ac vi es and the Assisters Program. Agenda , Mee ng materials   

●● 

Colorado– The Colorado Springs Business Journal reported on May 7, 2012, that fewer small business are offering health insur‐

ance to their employees.  The article can be found here.   

●● 

Colorado– On May 10, 2012, the Board announced that they would establish a new advisory group to form the planning activities 

for the new health insurance marketplace. The new advisory groups will focus on health plans and the Small Business Health Op‐

tions Program (SHOP). To view the list of recommended members click here.  

●● 

The Colorado Health Benefit Exchange (COHBE) Board convened on May 14, 2012.  The agenda lists the following topics that were 

discussed:  nominations of members to the Advisory Groups,  introduction of policy issues supplemental plan types and additional 

benefit types, open enrollment and special enrollment periods, financial reporting and audit requirements. . Meeting materials.  

●● 

The Colorado Health Benefit Exchange (COHBE) announced their staff outreach road trips scheduled from May 31– Sept. 11.  The 

announcement is located here and the schedule is here .   

●● 

DC's Mayor Health Reform Implementation Committee (HRIC) released its first edition of a new e‐newsletter, "For Your Benefit" a 

monthly report of DC Health Reform news, views, and activities.  To view the newsletter click here.   Leavitt Partners Power Point 

presentation is located here.  

●● 

DC's  Dept. of Health Care Finance and Dept. of Human Services released a Statement of Work on May 29,  to provide plans to 

build the DC Access System (DCAS).  The DCAS will be a new integrated eligibility system for Medicaid, the Exchange.  Press Re‐

lease , SOW.   

●● 

Hawaii– On May 11, 2012, the Hawaii Health Connector Interim Board held a meeting. According to the agenda, topics of discus‐

sion were:  (1) a Federal overview of Exchange establishment according to CCIIO; (2) an IT Committee update; (3) an overview of 

the proposed amendments to bylaws conflict of interest policy; (4) a Finance Committee update on Fiscal Intermediary (FI) 

screenings; (5) a Consumer Outreach Committee update; and (6) an Executive Director update.  The agenda is located here.   

●● 

Illinois‐ On May 2, 2012, the Naushua Telegraph reported the Illinois State Senate will take a “wait and see” approach to the es‐

tablishment of a state‐based exchange.    The article can be found here.   

●● 
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Exchange  Ac t iv i t y  I n  O the r  S ta tes   

Kentucky Insurance Reform and Health Benefit Exchange held an open meeting on May 7, 2012, to update Stakeholders on recent 

developments in insurance reform and the HIX in Kentucky.  The meeting announcement is located here.   

●● 

The Maryland Exchange Board met of On May 8, 2012, to review information on:  technology governance structure and work 

plan;  a review of the Exchange “master project plan;” and discussion on the development of state regulations pertaining to vari‐

ous   components of the Exchange.  Meeting materials 

●● 

Maryland‐ On May 18, 2012, the Maryland Health Benefit Exchange met. The mee ng covered branding;  Service Center func on‐

ality op ons; fraud, waste, and abuse plan; a discussion on the plan cer fica on strategy; an overview of the informa on technol‐

ogy gap analysis; a discussion on the dra  proposed organiza onal chart for the Exchange; and a presenta on on the dra  naviga‐

tor contrac ng model.   The mee ng materials are located here.   

●● 

Mississippi‐ On May 9, 2012, the Mississippi Health Insurance Exchange Advisory Board held their monthly mee ng. Leavi  Part‐

ners presented on the following topics: the impact of 2012 poli cal scenarios on health care reform; an overview of essen al 

health benefits final recommenda ons; and outreach, educa on, adop on and enrollment in Mississippi.  Mee ng Agenda is lo‐

cated here.   

●● 

Minnesota— The Health Care Reform Task Force met on May 3, 2012. The following mee ng materials can be viewed by follow‐

ing the links: Mee ng Agenda;  Health Exchange Update Presenta on;  Ci zen Solu ons Update; Workforce Work Group Back‐

ground Informa on  The next mee ng is scheduled for June 4, 2012.  

●● 

Minnesota– A Minnesota Health Insurance Exchange Newsle er stated that the research firm of Salter Mitchell has been selected 

to perform market research for the Exchange. The research project is being conducted to be er understand the communica ons, 

public awareness, and engagement strategies that will be most effec ve in educa ng Minnesotans about an Exchange.   To view 

the newsle er, click here: Newsle er.  

●● 

Oregon‐  The Oregon Health Policy Board (OHPB) met on May 24, 2012 in Keizer. According to the agenda and materials the 

mee ng focused on: (1) a review the April 10th mee ng minutes; (2) a review of OHPB’s founding agreements and role of the 

Board; and (3) a review of the state’s accomplishments and ac on plan, which includes ACA ac vi es such as the Exchange and 

the newly established Essen al Health Benefits Workgroup.  Agenda and Materials:  OHPB Mee ng Website:  

●● 

Nevada announced the crea on of the Nevada Health Informa on Exchange Board. The announcement is located here.   

●● 

Virginia‐ On May 3, 2012, the Virginia Health Reform Ini a ve Advisory Council held its first mee ng since September 2011. An 

ar cle on the mee ng published in the Richmond Times Dispatch stated that the Council "came just short...of endorsing a small‐

group plan offered by Anthem, Virginia's biggest insurer" as the State's benchmark plan, and instead decided to con nue compar‐

ing benefits provided under various insurance plans before making a benchmark selec on. The mee ng materials are located 

here.   The Richmond Times Dispatch ar cle is here.  

●● 

Virginia– On May 24, the Heath Reform Ini a ve met.   Disscissons covered genreal Exchange planning, updates on the State’s eligibility and 

enrollment projects and summaries on federal ac vi es and an update on a Level 1 Establishment grant uder developeemnt for a submission 

date on Hune 29.  Mee ng Materials.  

●● 

 

Washington‐  The Washington  Health Benefit Exchange Board held a special mee ng through teleconference on May 2, 2012.   

As a result of the mee ng, the Exchange announced Richard K. Onizuka, Ph.D. as the selected Execu ve Director.  The  Agenda is 

here.  The Press Release is here.  

●● 
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Addi onal informa on is 

available on our web site: 
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Othe r  Re f e r ence  Ma te r ia l s ,  No t i ces  and  Re la ted  In fo r ma t ion   

Tuesday June 12   

Carrier                                  10:30 PM  

Producer                                1:00 PM 

 

On May 14, 2012, a Bloomberg Government Study reported that insurers could gain $1 trillion in new revenues if the healthcare 

law is upheld by the Supreme Court.  The report may be accessed here.    

●● 

The Na onal Ins tute for Health Care Management released a data brief “U.S. Health Care Spending:  The Big Picture.”  The brief 

covers the health related spending in the U.S. and how it has increased over the past 50 years.  The brief is located here.   

●● 

Tuesday June 26 

Consumer                          10:30 PM 

Provider                               1:00 PM 

Upcoming Calendar Meetings 
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